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REMARKS 

The Applicants respectfully request further examination and consideration in view of the - 
above amendments and the arguments set forth fully below. Prior to this Office Action, Claims 
1-11 and 13-20 were pending in this application. Within the Office Action, Claims 1, 2, 4-7, 9- 
11,13 and 15-20 were rejected, and Claims 3, 8 and 14 were objected to. By the above 
amendment, Applicants have amended Claims 1 and 5. Therefore, Claims 1-11 and 13-20 are 
currently pending in this application. 

Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. § 112 

Within the Office Action, Claim 5 has been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12. It is stated 
within the Office Action that Claim 5 is indefinite for failing to particularly point out and 
distinctly claim the subject matter which Applicants regard as the invention: namely, it is unclear 
how the electronic device relates to other elements in the claim. The Applicants respectfully 
traverse. Nonetheless, the Applicants have amended Independent Claim 1 to further recite that 
the electronic device includes the headphone connector interface. In addition, the Applicants 
have amended dependent Claim 5 to have proper antecedent basis for the element of the 
electronic device in amended Claim 1. Accordingly, amended Claim 5 particularly points out 
and distinctly claims the subject matter of the electronic device and is therefore allowable. 

Rejections Under 35 U.S.C, § 103(a) 

Within the Office Action, Claims 1, 2, 6-7, 13, 15 and 20 have been rejected under 35 
U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 5,465,421 to McCormick et al. 
(hereinafter "McCormick") in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,071,142 to Blackman (hereinafter 
"Blackman"), In addition, Claims 1, 4, 6-7, 9, 11, 15 and 17-20 have been rejected under 35 
U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over McCormick in view of U.S. Patent No. 4,045,108 to 
Olsen (hereinafter "Olsen"). Further, Claims 1, 2, 5-7, 10, 13, 15, 16 and 20 have been rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over McCormick in view of U.S. Patent No. 
6,095,846 to Becerra (hereinafter "Becerra"). 

Specifically, it is stated within the Office Action that McCormick discloses a headphone 
connector interface having a corresponding jack. It is also stated that McCormick fails to 
disclose a support element integrally formed within the device for securing the plug to the jack so 
that the connector cannot move or rotate. It is stated in the Office Action that Blackman teaches 
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the use of a support element having a receptacle for securing or preventing a plug from being 
inadvertently pulled from the socket. In addition, it is stated in the Office Action that Olsen 
teaches the use of a flexible support element having a receptacle for securing or preventing a plug 
from being inadvertently pulled from the socket. Further, it is stated within the Office Action 
that Becerra teaches the use of a support element integrally formed within the device having a 
receptacle for securing or preventing a plug from being inadvertently pulled from the socket. 
Thus, it is stated within the Office Action that it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to provide a support element taught by Blackman, 
Olsen or Becerra to the plug in McCormick to retain the plug to the jack from being inadvertently 
pulled from the socket. The Applicants respectfully disagree. 

The present invention is directed to a headphone support element that is coupled with a 
circular headphone connector interface of an electronic device. The headphone support element 
engages and secures a headphone connector having one circular plug (hereinafter referred to, for 
brevity, as "circular plug") when the headphone connector is connected to the headphone 
connector interface. When secured to the headphone support element, the circular headphone 
connector is unable to move or rotate about the headphone connector interface. The headphone 
support element is preferably coupled to the headphone connector interface by an adhesive, 
however the headphone support element can alternatively be integrally formed within the 
electronic device. 

Blackman teaches a power cord removal prevention device 10. The device 10 in 
Blackman is used with a two or three-prong power cord plug 50 to prevent the power cord plug 
50 from being inadvertently removed from a power outlet 63. The device 10 in Blackman has a 
bridge 16 with a clamp 30 which selectively creates an opening 32 which can secure the power 
cord therein. Thus, the wired portion of the power cord fits through the opening 32, when the 
connector portion of the power cord is plugged into the socket. While power cords with two or 
more prongs can be pulled out of the wall outlet because the prongs are separated by a distance, 
the cord cannot be rotated when plugged in. Thus, Blackman is directed toward solving an 
entirely different problem than the present invention. Therefore, there is no motivation to 
combine Blackman with the circular plug taught in McCormick to reach the present invention 
and even making the combination does not result in the claimed invention. There is no hint, 
teaching or suggestion in Blackman that the device 10 effectively prevents a circular plug from 
rotating about the jack when secured by the device L0. In fact, Blackman teaches away from 
using a circular plug to reach the present invention, because the Blackman device 10 does not 
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prevent the circular plug from rotating when connected to the connector interface. As shown in 
Blackman, only the wired portion of the power cord plug 50 fits through the opening 32 of the 
device 10 and the nature of the two or three prong plug is what inherently keeps the plug from 
rotating. In other words, the device in Blackman does not need to solve the problem of 
preventing the power cord from rotating, because the power cord itself, and not the device in 
Blackman, prevents the plug from rotating when plugged into the socket. Therefore., one skilled 
in the art would have no motivation to use Blackman with the circular plug in McCormick to 
reach the present invention. 

Olsen teaches a retainer 10 having a base plate 18 lying between the dual sockets of an 
electric outlet. The base plate 18 is mounted over the outlet shield 14 and is secured thereto with 
a screw 15. The retainer 10 has paired flanges 19 which extend outwardly from the. base plate 18 
as well as a pair of spaced spring legs 30, 32 with feet which extend from each of the flanges at 
an angle. The legs 30, 32 lie parallel to the outlet 14 and the feet extend such that the retainer 10 
is in pressed contact with the outlet 14. A plug 42, 43 is inserted into the socket by manually 
flexing the feet 30, 32 and legs of the retainer outwardly and placing the cord through the spacing 
between the legs 30, 32 or to the side of the legs. Once the plug 42, 43 is inserted and the legs 
30, 32 are relaxed, the legs 30, 32 spring back into engagement with the plug 42, 43 and urge it 
toward the flexed position with the feet 22, 23 of the retainer out of contact with die shield. One 
skilled in the art would have no motivation to combine the retainer in Olsen with the circular 
plug taught in McCormick to reach the present invention. Olsen does not teach that the retainer 
10 prevents the plug from rotating nor would Olsen need to, because the power cord in Olsen has 
two or three prongs which inherently prevents the cord from rotating when plugged into the 
socket. Since Olsen does not make the positive assertion that the retainer 10 exerts enough force 
to prevent a connector from rotating, one skilled in the art would reasonably understand that the 
circular plug in McCormick would still rotate under the force of the retainer 10. To make the 
connection that Olsen in conjunction with McCormick teaches a headphone support device 
configured to prevent a circular plug from rotating is impermissible hindsight analysis. 
Therefore, one skilled in the art would have no motivation to use Olsen with McCormick to 
reach the present invention or solve the problem taught by the present invention. Thus, the 
present invention is distinguishable over McCormick in view of Olsen alone or in any 
combination. 

Becerra teaches an electrical plug retainer for securing an electrical plug inserted into a 
socket. The retainer includes a spaced apart pair of elongate members each having a pair of 
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opposite ends as well as a pair of elongate end regions and a middle region interposed 
therebetween. The retainer includes a coupler on each end, whereby the coupler on one end 
engages the coupler on the other end of the retainer. The retainer wraps around the front of the 
outlet socket, whereby the ends are coupled together to form several adjustable slots in front of 
the sockets. The connector plug is inserted into die socket and then the ends of the retainer are 
coupled together, whereby the cord from the plug extends through one of the adjustable slots. 
One skilled in the art would have no motivation to combine Becerra with the circular plug taught 
in McCormick to reach the present invention. The retainer in Becerra holds the connector plug to 
the wall and does not allow the connector plug from being disconnected from the socket. 
However, there is no hint, teaching or suggestion in Becerra that the device would effectively 
prevent the circular plug in McCormick from rotating when engaged to the jack. The plug in 
Becerra has two or three prongs which itself inherently prevents the plug from rotating when 
plugged into the socket. Thus, securing the circular plug to the jack with the Becerra device 
would not prevent the circular plug from rotating, because the Becerra device only presses the 
plug against the socket and nothing more. In other words, the Becerra device is not designed, nor 
operates in a manner consistent to, prevent the circular plug from rotating when connected to the 
headphone connector interface. Therefore, one skilled in the art would have no motivation to use 
McCormick with Becerra to reach the present invention or solve the problem taught by the 
present invention. 

Claim 1 is directed to a headphone support element for securing a headphone connector 
having one circular plug to a headphone connector interface of an electronic device having a 
corresponding jack wherein the plug is inserted into the jack, the headphone support element 
coupled with the headphone connector interface, wherein the headphone support element having 
a first receptacle for engaging and securing the headphone connector, wherein the headphone 
connector cannot move or rotate when connected to the headphone connector interface. As 
stated above, there is no hint, teaching or suggestion in Blackmail, Olsen nor Becerra to combine 
the respective devices in these references with the headphone connector in McCormick to reach 
the present invention. Blackman, Olsen and Becerra teach retaining devices which press a two or 
three prong electrical plug against the socket and prevents the plug from being disconnected from 
the socket. However, the retaining devices taught in Blackmail, Olsen and Becerra do not 
prevent a headphone connector having one circular plug from rotating when engaged and secured 
thereto. As stated above, the multiple prongs of an electrical plug, rather than the retaining 
device in the cited reference prevent the plug from rotating when plugged into a socket. Thus, 
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using the circular plug in McCormick with any of the retaining devices taught in the cited 
references does not prevent the circular plug from rotating. Therefore, one skilled in the art 
would have no motivation to combine McCormick, Blackman, Olsen and Becerra, individually 
or in combination to reach the present invention. For at least these reasons, Claim 1 is allowable 
over McCormick, Blackman, Olsen and Becerra alone or in any combination.. 

Claim 6 is directed to an electronic device having a circular headphone connector 
interface for accepting a corresponding circular headphone connector, the electronic device 
comprising: a headphone support element coupled with the headphone connector interface, the 
headphone support element having a first receptacle for engaging and securing the headphone 
comiector within, the headphone support element having a first side and a second side, wherein 
the headphone connector cannot move or rotate when connected to the headphone connector 
interface. As stated above, there is no hint, teaching or suggestion in Blackman, Olsen nor 
Becerra to combine the respective devices in these references with the circular headphone 
connector in McCormick to reach the present invention. The multiple prongs of an electrical 
plug, rather than the retaining devices taught in the cited references, prevents the plug from 
rotating when plugged into a socket. Thus, replacing the multiple pronged plug with die circular 
plug in McCormick in conjunction with the retaining device taught in Blackman, Olsen or 
Becerra does not prevent the circular plug from rotating. Therefore, one skilled in the art would 
have no motivation to combine McCormick, Blackman, Olsen and Becerra, individually or in 
combination to reach the present invention. For at least these reasons, Claim 6 is allowable over 
McCormick, Blackman, Olsen and Becerra alone or in any combination.. 

Claim 15 is directed to a method of securing a circular headphone connector to a 
corresponding circular headphone connector interface, comprising the steps of: providing a 
headphone support element; and coupling the headphone support element to the headphone 
connector interface, wherein the headphone support element includes a first receptacle for 
engaging and securing the headphone connector to the headphone connector interface thereby 
preventing the headphone connector from moving or rotating when connected to the headphone 
connector interface. As stated above, there is no hint, teaching or suggestion in Blackman, Olsen 
nor Becerra to combine the respective devices in these references with die headphone connector 
in McCormick to reach the present invention wherein the headphone connector does not rotate 
when engaged with the first receptacle. The multiple prongs of an electrical plug, rather than the 
retaining device, prevents the plug from rotating when plugged into a socket. Thus, replacing the 
multiple pronged plug with the circular plug in McCormick in conjunction with the retaining 
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device taught in Blackman, Olsen or Becerra does not prevent the circular plug from rotating. 
Therefore, one skilled in the art would have no motivation to combine McCormick, Blackman, 
Olsen and Becerra, individually or in combination to reach the present invention. For at least 
these reasons, Claim 15 is allowable over McCormick, Blackman, Olsen and Becerra alone or in 
any combination.. 

Claim 20 is directed to a system for coupling a remote device having a circular male plug 
to an electronic device having a corresponding circular female jack, wherein the remote device is 
electrically coupled to the electronic device by inserting the male plug into the female jack, the 
system comprising a support element mounted to the electronic device such that the support 
element mechanically engages the male plug and prevents the male plug from rotating relative to 
the female jack. As stated above, there is no hint, teaching or suggestion in Blackman, Olsen nor 
Becerra to combine the respective devices in these references with the headphone connector in 
McCormick to reach the present invention wherein the headphone connector does not rotate 
when engaged with the first receptacle. The multiple prongs of an electrical plug, rather than the 
retaining device, prevents the plug from rotating when plugged into a socket. Thus, replacing the 
multiple pronged plug with the circular plug in McCormick in conjunction with the retaining 
device taught in Blackman, Olsen or Becerra does not prevent the circular plug from rotating. 
Therefore, one skilled in the art would have no motivation to combine McCormick, Blackman, 
Olsen and Becerra, individually or in combination to reach the present invention. For at least 
these reasons. Claim 20 is allowable over McCormick, Blackman, Olsen and Becerra alone or in 
any combination.. 

Claims 2, 4, and 5 are dependent on an Independent Claim 1. As stated above, Claim 1 is 
in a condition for allowance. Accordingly, Claim 2, 4 and 5 are also in a condition for 
allowance. In addition, Claims 7 and 9-1 1 are dependent on an Independent Claim 6. As stated 
above, Ciaim 6 is in a condition for allowance. Accordingly, Claims 7 and 9-11 are also in a 
condition for allowance. Further, Claims 13 and 16-19 are dependent on an Independent Claim 
15. As stated above, Claim 15 is in a condition for allowance. Accordingly, Claims 13 and 16- 
19 are also in a condition for allowance. 
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For the reasons given above, the Applicants respectfully submit that the Claims 1-11 and 
13-20 are in a condition for allowance, and allowance at an early date would be appreciated. 
Should the Examiner have any questions or comments, the Examiner is encouraged to call the 
undersigned at (408) 530-9700 to discuss the same so that any outstanding issues can be 
expeditiously resolved. 



Respectfully submitted, 
HAVERSTOCK & OWENS LLP 



Dated: S~ 7~G& 



By^ 




Thomas B. Haverstock 



Reg. No.: 32,571 
Attorneys for Applicants 
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Version with markings to show changes made. 
IN THE CLAIMS: 

1 . (Twice Amended) A headphone support element for securing a headphone connector 
having one circular plug to a headphone connector interface of an electronic device 
having a corresponding jack wherein the plug is inserted into the jack, the headphone 
support element coupled with the headphone connector interface, wherein the headphone 
support element having a first receptacle for engaging and securing the headphone 
connector, wherein the headphone connector cannot move or rotate when connected to 
the headphone connector interface. 

5. (Twice Amended) The headphone support element according to claim 1 wherein the 
headphone support element is integrally formed within [an] the electronic device. 
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